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SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY 

Syracuse Unlver•lty ie a hlah-tuttlon, private,· coeducational 
·. ualveralty located in the city of SyracQe, New York, approximately 

180 mile• nor~w-•t of New York City. The current enrollment ia 
m exce•• of Z.S, OOO.atudenta •. 

·~ . 

• Student uareat and din·upttve acttvitiea have been noted on the 
Syracuse campu• •lnce 1967. AlthocaaJt-no current note haa .been taken 
of it, fairly recent lnformatlon refiecta a chapter of ~.OS on campus, 
and 'Other radical student oraant&ations are believe~ to exlat there .... 
1ft 1967 the two major taraeta of atudent activiam were the Dow Chem- • 
leal Co. aDd the CIA. The prbtcipal complaint aaatnat the Agency waa 
it• involvement ln the National Student Aeaoclation. ln September of 
1969 aeveral •mall bombs exploded on or neal\ the campua, but DO 
repetition of bombtna activity bu been noted since then. lD February 
of 1970 the ROTC became the taraet of atu,ient dlaaent. and a counter­
demonatratlon en•ued wit~ut violence. Ofte of ·the de~anda of the 
counterde~onatratora wa• the nepenaiotJ of· the then stUd4lnt body 
preaident, David UehiD. 

David Uehin can be alven considerable credit !or the beainnina 
and the euataiAlna of political radlcal11m on the Syracuee campus. 
lfahin, a Waahingtoft area product, beaan hla political involvement 
whUe attll a junior high acboolatudent and. continued It tbrouah hie 
Wheaton Hiah School days and on to Syracuee. In 1969 at El Paso 
where the National Student A8aociation bad conve11.ed ite 11Dd annual 
COilfereDce, Jiabill became DeW8WOrtby when ha W&8 arre1ted for 
refuaiftl to pay a tate aalee tax ln pro teat aaatnet the manner in . which 
the city and. state treated their Mexican-American miftorlty. Thia 
act and undoubtedly other imaslnative and cbariematic leaderthlp won 
him conaiderable popularity lD the National Studeftt Aeaoctation, and 
last eummer he waa elected to the •••oclation'• preaidency. lt 
appears that Uahin baa brouaht a new radlcaliam to the association, 
and he· la preaently an outlpoken 1upporter of the present plan to 
dtarupt the city of Waahtnstoft next May. Further, Uahin has recently 
returned from a trip to North Vietnam where he, with a aroup of 

.American radical•, have aouaht tO h&ln!fter out a pe~ce treaty· with 
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North V_ietDameae ltudeata. -Ia aammary, Jfahia, a preaeat r•eldeat 
o_f Potomac, Maryland, baa de~aatrated aiace jUDlor hl1h •chool 
a moat radical poUttcalldeoloiY aad a peraaaalve manner Ia pattina 
ht. pointe aero••· . Since U•hla wa auch a dynamic campu apoke•man 
from the left, hla Jl'aduatioa from Sy?acaae baa left white radlcallam 
oil the c&mpu aomewhat !D .r~c•••· 

The prlaclpal probl~m coa!rolltiDI Syracuae Chanc.ellor John 
·. E. CorbaUy aDd the aniveratty d~rilll the carrellt academic year hu 

.beea one o! rac•al ure•t. La•t •prlnl ei1bt Ne1ro ·football player• 
boycotted football t~aillilll aea aioaa, and when they a1ala faUed to 

· app•ar for fall practice, . 18 Aap•t, they were au•peaCied !rom the 
foo~all aquad by Dr. Corbally~ Oa-24 Septe~ber 1970 a .12-man . 
comrftlttee comprlaed of three .tralte.ea·, five profea•o'ra ; three 1tadenta 
aad ~ll admml•trator conducted a •tudy (iDdudla1 nwnerou ~tervl~•• 
aad hearillll) of the evellb leadllll up to the boycott. The committee 
found that the aaiv~ralty'• athletic department ~a. raclat ill nature aad • 
~t the departinellt •bowed ·uaw·arranted lneeneltlvity_ to· attempta by 
black athlete• ~· qae•tioll di•crlmlaatOry treatment. · lt waa the op~lllon 
of the ~ommlttee that the principal cauae o! the black boycott w-.. 
dtaappollltment and fraatration over dae apparent dl•lncllllatioa of head 
coach Ben Schwart.awa'lder aad Director of.Athl~·tt~• Jamea Decker tu 
hlr·e a 'black a•atataat coach. . . 

Later in September black athlete• were relnatated and the 
f • • 

altuatioa further complicated b.Y a counterboycott by a II'O"'J of white 
playera. · · 

. -
Durla1 the fall month• the campua remalaed tenae over thl• 

iaaue and lt wa1 feared that eeveral Saturclay football 1amee ~ould be 
dierupted. The prtadpal threat.occurred lD late Septe~'ber durlnl the 
Syracuee-~aaaaa UDiverelty aam.e wh~n'bl.ack · atuden~a a~d 1~pa~izere 

,. .. · .. .. . ., . . .. · .. · .. .. .. .. .. ) . "' ' . ... . . .. 
atoned the admlalatratlon buUdia1 ·after firet demonatr.attna peacetull;. 
out1lc:ie the Syracu.e . atadium~ The atonin1 of the adminlatratio.n 
bulldin1 followed a JlOftvlolellt police confrontatlOD in the city where the 
Syracuae police_ chief and 45 armed pollee office~• thWarted what they 
believed tu be aa ·a-mpt at l~tilll· 

. ~~~ -•D. ead .. . ~.,the . ..fo~~~ ~·~·~a .th~re ~··· .alao .be~n. at, 
leaat temp)rarily, ... ieaiieallil' of-the raCial probleme at the untver-
lity. Syracuae ha• now hlrecJ a Ne1ro aeet.taat football . coach~ . . 
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Racial tro~ble• aacl ·racllc.al political actlvttle• at Syracaae caa 
. ~e expected to follow the aatioaal pattera. A l•••~alna of tea•ioa 

8eelft8 . .., UYe 8et ba, aM ia 'the U8eDCe of &D lnflammatory chan1e lD 
dae Vletaam .War or a repeat of the allepd racial luen•ltlvlty the 

. · camp.u cu be apectecl to remalll rea•oaably qulet In comtaa moatba. 
Wlaea the weather moderate•. aatlwar actlvlti•• natioaally wW aaain 

· pick ap and •om• mlDor cluraptlone caD be expected. It wW probably 
be aoavloleat. • 

• 

.. 

4 

3 -

. . 

• 

-
• 

-

-


